In the title coordination polymer, [Hg 2 Cl 4 (C 26 H 20 N 6 )] n , one Hg II ion is coordinated by four N atoms from the benzylbis((pyridin-2-yl)methylidenehydrazone) ligand and two Cl À ions in a very distorted cis-HgCl 2 N 4 octahedral geometry. The other Hg II ion is coordinated in a distorted tetrahedral geometry by four Cl À ions. Bridging chloride ions link the Hg II ions into a chain propagating in [010] : the Hg-Cl bridging bonds are significantly longer than the terminal bonds. The dihedral angle between the central benzene rings of the ligand is 83.3 (2) . The packing is consolidated by weak C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For background to polyimine ligands, see: Bai et al. (2005) ; Chowdhury et al. (2003) ; Drew et al. (2006) ; Pal et al. (2000) ; Sun et al. (2006) .
Experimental
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Cg5 is the centroid of the C1-C6 phenyl ring. Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. (Bai et al., 2005; Pal et al., 2000; Chowdhury et al., 2003; Drew et al., 2006; Sun et al., 2006) . In this paper, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound. 
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2009);  program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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